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[6] CHAPTER I.

OF THE TREACHERY OF THE HIROQUOIS.

THE 24th of September of last year, 1646, Father
Isaac Jogues left Three Rivers in order to go
to the country of the Agneronon Hiroquois, to

the end of maintaining the peace which they had so
solemnly concluded, and in order to cultivate and
augment the seed of the Gospel which he had
begun to cast into that wretched and thankless land.
Before he arrived in that country, this people had
sent presents to the Hiroquois of the upper coun-
tries,— whom we call Onondageronons, Sountwaronons,
and some others,— in order strongly to confirm their
alliances, and to form a conspiracy for the ruin of the
French and of their allied tribes. The cause of this
treachery proceeds-, in my opinion, from their war-
like temper, which cannot stay at rest, and from the
glory and advantages which they drew from war;
and, furthermore, from their superstition, and from
the hatred which the captive Hurons have given
them for the doctrine of Jesus Christ. [7] Those
captives — having seen us the reproach of their
whole country, on account of the contagious and
general diseases, of which they made us the Authors
through our prayers, which they called charms —
have cast these notions into the minds of the Hiro-
quois, that we carried the Demons and that we and
our doctrine tended only to their ruin ; insomuch that
they accused Father Isaac Jogues, on his first journey


